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Species diversity and richness among tribal
homesteadsof theNilgirisdistrict of Tamil Nadu

Bl R. RAJASEKARAN, K. INDUMATHY AND N. KALIDASS

SUMMARY : Agro-biodiversity in this study referred as, variety of components such as cereals and
millets, vegetables, fruits, spices and condiments, plantation and livestock present in the tribal
homesteads of The Nilgirisdistrict. The study was conducted at tribal areas of Nilgirisdistrict whichis
known as biodiversity hot spot. Thelist of tribal respondents from sel ected village was obtained from
horticulture department. A sample size of 100 homesteads respondents were fixed for the study. The
technique proportionate random sampling was followed for the selection of respondents from three
habitations viz., kunjappanai, mantharai, thuthikarai. Two ecological indiceswere used to analyse the
agro-biodiversity viz., Species diversity among tribal homesteads based on Shanon-Wiener index and
speciesrichnessin tribal homesteads by using Margalef Index. Mgjority of the tribal homesteads had
medium level of diversity and species richness. A participatory group approach is needed in the tribal
areas to conserve agro-biodiversity.
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